5]
(2 : (
- hrocoke @S

Working with FF Mister K
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If you want to play a new game, you
need someone to explain it to you,
otherwise you have only half as much
fun.

It’s similar with FF Mister K, because
using it is much like playing a game.
Many things you find out by yourself,
thanks to OpenType features they will
happen automatically. But for some
really special effects you need a bit
of extra info. That is what we want to
give you in this user manual.

FF Mister K started with Kafka and
his manuscripts. But by now it has
become a steadily growing ‘K family’,
and the latest offsprings —

FF Mister K Dingbats — just arrived to
dominate the pages of this manual.
Enjoy it!

* Release of Cyrillics in 2010
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A person called ‘K.’ can be found in
different stories and novels of the
Austro-Hungarian author Franz Kafka
(1883-1924), who is considered to
be one of the most influential writers
of the 20th century.

He wrote short prose, long stories and

novels, many of which were never
completed. Instead, they were collect-
ed by Kafka’s friend Max Brod and

published only after his death, contrary
to the author’s request that they be
destroyed.

The manuscripts of the two best known
novels ‘The Castle’ and ‘The Trial’ were
the source of inspiration for the design
of the typeface ‘Fr Mister K’ and their
main characters (K., Josef K.) gave it its
name.

While the starting point in designing

FF Mister K was the study of letterforms
in Kafka’s manuscripts, a digital font
always has its own characteristics and
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a comparison with the original scripts
shows that the result is not a simple
imitation of Kafka’s handwriting.

One of the main tasks was the transfor-
mation of the writer’s eccentric letters
with their strong form and size varia-
tions into a character set that enables
a balanced typographic flow.

In a script font with predominantly
connected characters, there are usually
low, medium and high connections.

All basic glyphs of FF Mister K have
these alternates — which make written
words look naturally connected. The
OpenType feature code can determine
the context in which the different
alternates are inserted and place them
in the right order.

To give the font more character, also
several hundred ligatures with ‘extraor-
dinary’ forms were made. Again, the
OpenType feature code sees that they
are inserted appropriately for different
languages.
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The FF Mister K family contains three > /]
text fonts: FF Mister K Regular, Onstage \ % &_ .

and Crossout. W

The Regular is a relaxed ‘everyday’

writing style — Mister K writing down
something for himself or to a good IF Mo X GMC@&
friend. The glyphs are fluently con-
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The Onstage is Mister K’s writing style

for less private purposes — special

events and persons: Generally more

calligraphic, the glyphs have elaborate ITF Mot K Qomnont
details especially in the capitals and

swashes at the word endings. % 3
The Crossout, finally, shows Mister K’s

nected and have lots of form variations '2 . C/ & 1(\ . C/
without added decorative elements. 1; QA/S NV v \/XO O\MQ/ \/XO

writing when fully dissatisfied with

his work — all the words of the text are
meticulously crossed out. For especially
curious readers texts in ‘Crossout’ are
still readable.

— casual writing with lots of ligatures and — more calligraphic features — crossout function for long stretches of text
alternate characters for creating a natural — less connected than Regular — underlining and crossout functions for
and fluent looking text - swashed caps and endings individual words

— underlining and crossout functions for - underlining and crossout functions for — mathematical signs
individual words individual words - extra set for acronyms and formulas

- mathematical signs - mathematical signs — case sensitive function

- extra set for acronyms and formulas — extra set for acronyms and formulas

— case sensitive function - case sensitive function

- more than 1500 glyphs




All FF Mister K fonts are in OpenType

format and work with both Mac OS X and ‘L@,Q_ (Wl SLRV.V. ¢ Q_\}"Q__V\_‘LV\_ LA J&'O\_@’Q_V\"LO\_O\_ %
Windows. Special OpenType features

are included, which determine the fonts’

behaviour in different contexts.

Most of the coding for this is located in c . - JAVO\L{/V\A <2 M>
the features Ligatures and Contextual LRL W M SR
Alternates. It’s usually best to keep these With Contextual Alternates + Ligatures

features turned on - as they are by de-

fault. This will give you a result similar

to the text in gold on the right.

You can access these features like this:

Standard Set

InDesign: Window » Type & Tables »

Character » OpenType

Illustrator: Window » Type » Character »

OpenType

Photoshop: Window > Type > Character > [ bbb . m\ % % ............................................. .

OpenType.
Sometimes you might want to see a word

or part of it in the standard glyphs (in
white on the right). This is how the font

looks in applications like MS Word, that \/\/‘DQ/Q/ W~ O VAL Q/V‘Q/V\/'L/V\/ﬁ Y QSA’OV@Q/W‘VOVOV (é%)

do not (yet) support OpenType layout
Standard Set
features.
Finally, turning on Stylistic Set 1 (InDe-
sign) or Stylistic Alternates (Illustrator, \/\/\ . . QSA/ Z,r (é%)
N
Photoshop) leads to a set of simple, LR LoD Q/v\/uv\/&\ A oKy A M OO
disconnected characters as shown in red Contextual Alternates + Ligatures

on the right. They are meant mainly for
abbreviations, names in all caps, scien-
tific formulas, etc.




To connect the glyphs, FF Mister K makes
use of an extended ligature feature code.
On the right you see the word Handgloves
as assembled by the ligature code. Further
alternates for the glyph ‘a’ and alternate
o-ligatures are shown in gold. They are
used in other letter/word environments.

Should you have texts where numbers,
formulas or acronyms play a major role -
FF Mister K Regular and FF Mister K On-
stage can help out with these OpenType
features:
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Alternates for ‘a’

w1z > 4, 856 = 856

00 - Q0,
133Xe > 133X

Za > 7_0“, 1e¢ > 14°
100 = 109

1271717 — 17111

UNET - UNET?

............l.........................
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00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000

Ligatures with ‘0’
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Of course you can write without mis-
takes. But with FF Mister K you can also
pretend to be really writing by hand and
show your mistakes purposely. Show the
work in progress and the editing and
correction marks of your first draft...
Play with meaning, play with language,
play with the font!

The effects shown on the right are avail-
able for all three FF Mister K text fonts.
The described key combinations are

hit 2-5 times to get the effects in differ-
ent lengths.

These key combinations work with Mac
0S X and Windows — with the exception
of the wavy underline. To get it using
Windows, you instead double click
almost equal (=) in the glyphs panel
(InDesign, Illustrator) 2-5 times, and
with the contextual alternates turned on
it will turn into a wavy underline.
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Here’s the Regular in different languages
with the contextual alternates and liga-
tures turned on to include correction
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effects typical for informal handwriting.
As shown below, all three FF Mister K text o

fonts have a wide language support:

Language Support by OpenType Standard

Afrikaans
Albanian
Arvanitika, Latin
Asturian

Baraba Tatar
Bislama

Breton

Catalan
Chamorro
Danish

Dutch

East Frisian
English
Estonian
Faeroese
Finnish
Franco-provengal
French

Galician
German
Greenlandic
Icelandic
Indonesian
Interlingua
Irish

Italian

Karaim, Latin
Low German
Luxembourgian
Malagasy
Malay, Latin
Manx Gaelic
Norwegian
North Frisian
Northern Sotho
Occitan

Romansch
Scottish Gaelic
Somali
Southern Sami
Southern Sotho
Spanish
Swedish
Tagalog
Tahitian
Tsakhur, Latin
Tsonga
Tswana

Ume Sami
Walloon

West Frisian
Xhosa

Yapese

Zulu
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Frisian Portuguese
Friulian Rhaeto-Romance

Additional Support by OpenType Pro

Arumanian Hawaiian Polish

Basque

Bosnian, Latin
Belarussian, Latin
Cook Islands Maori

Crimean Tatar, Latin

Croatian
Czech
Esperanto
Gagauz, Latin

Hungarian
Inari Sami
Istro-Romanian
Kashubian
Kurmanji
Latvian, Lettish
Lithuanian
Lule Sami
Maltese

Maori
Marshallese
Moldavian, Latin

Romanian
Samoan
Serbian, Latin
Slovak
Slovenian
Sorbian
Tongan
Turkish
Ubykh
Vamhusmal
Vepsian
Wallisian
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There’s a sample text of FF MisterK
Onstage on the right — less connect-

ed than the Regular but with more Q@(W ;Xe/ ( V\/ Tov SO’U/\

pronounced decorations and swashes
at the end of the words.

- Mister K trying its best to make a . ( . 2 . Q/
good impression. 2\ AN (NN S C e e

Remember that it’s always possible
to turn off the OpenType features

or activate Stylistic Set 1/Stylistic &Q&@V\/\ \/\/\/L/sz\.) &Q/"\/UQJN‘CEU/ \/\S\Q/"\/O&ﬁ/\/\/

Alternates, should you be searching
for more simple letter forms.
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Onstage is not only a text font. It also / ‘/7
contains a lot of ornaments which
ca b mcsseed fom the ot pane }Q}W (JFEEE rre ey vry
in InDesign and Illustrator. — As was ;} / %6\%6\ %’6\%%\ %’6\%%\ %%%6\ %

done on this and the previous page. ‘1@@1/\ ‘??6\‘??6\%6\ %%@%@ %6\%6\??6\ §6§6§6
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FF Mister K Crossout Pro in action:
Crossout is similar to the Regular
but somewhat difficult to read due
to heavy crossing out. It gets fully
unreadable when the contextual
alternates feature is turned on and
the crossout effect is used over and
over again (see right).

We suggest to use the style sparsely
to catch curious people’s attention
to cryptic pieces of information.
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FF Mister K Dingbats are the new-
comers to the Mister K Family. It
started with Finnish illustrator Oili
Kokkonen creating some pretty
funny cartoon characters using let-
terforms of FF Mister K Regular.

Soon after, the design of almost
600 pictograms was on its way.
All are based on glyph parts of the
Regular with which they make a
very good match.
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Pictograms and text are readily

combined - as shown in one of ( 3 \V, V' V\/\/ﬁ"‘\/\/\/l/\/\/&r\

Kafka’s stories here. Itis fun
to do layouts like this. Although
the pictograms are constructed

from forms coming from the Regu- % 0}(/
lar, also integrating them in On- g S /\1/ 0’\1-)/ OUWVALS O\/ 2 U W
stage texts works very well. Base-

line shift lets you easily move them
up and down.
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It’s a game not just for designers
but for anyone writing — a letter, a
birthday card, a party invitation ...

@/Q,vouw@e/o&)/ Lo o vaowsTuows—
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Franz Kafka, Metamorphosis, 1915




72 pictograms can be directly
accessed with a keystroke, and all
596 can be accessed with their
keycode, consisting of a letter fol-
lowed by a double-digit number.
To make it easier to remember,
the letter in the beginning is taken
from the name of the group (see
right).

A complete list of the groups with
all the pictograms plus keycodes
is on page 23 and the ones follow-
ing it.

éi\iff a for animal

; )
R

”ﬁﬁn a03 KE-)\')

o Q'ﬁ )

| I
IO%OI —-—
- ]




TQM&/@U w\o\/v?fs/ Te &@‘CJ

T e

Hit a key on the keyboard
and most likely an animal, a car, building
or something similar will appear on
your screen. Easy, but like this you can
enter only 72 pictograms out of 596,
and the ones you are looking for might
not be obtainable in this way.
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There’s an overview of all
FF Mister K Dingbats on pages 23-31
of this manual. Check the theme groups
to find the pics in the alphabetical
order of their names and numerical
order of their keycodes.
Example: fO1 = apple; f02 = avocado.
Write the code, and the pictogram ap-
pears in the text box your cursor is in.
(Standard ligatures turned on.)
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Open the glyphs panel
in different applications like this:
- InDesign: Window »Type & Tables »

Glyphs

- Illustrator: Window »Type » Glyphs
- QuarkXPress: Window » Glyphs
- TextEdit: Edit » Special Characters.
Here you can see all 596 of them. Choose
Sort by CID/GID from the panel menu to
see the pics arranged in accordance with
the theme groups. Keep your cursor in
the text box and double click anicon in
the glyph panel to insert it.
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STEP 1: PICTOGRAM » EDITING MARK
First select pictogram then the mark
(circle, checkmark, etc.) from glyphs
panel or enter by keycode.

>

>

>

STEP 2: COLOUR
Choose colours.

>
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STEP 3: OT FEATURE

Turn on: Stylistic Set 1 (InDesign)
or Stylistic Alternates (Illustrator,
Photoshop): The selected elements
slide over each other.
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If you want to use the background
box and/or frame make sure you enter
the elements in the order:

1. box, 2. frame, 3.image, 4. editing
mark. Then use colour and layer the
elements on top of each other

(step 2, 3).

First select the elements you need
in the above order from glyphs panel
or enter by keycode.

Choose colours.

)]
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Turn on: Stylistic Set 1 (InDesign)
or Stylistic Alternates (Illustrator,
Photoshop): The selected elements
slide over each other.
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An overview of all FF Mister K Dingbats:
There are 11 groups covering different
topics. In the groups, the images are
arranged in the numerical order of their
keycodes. From left to right you find:

Background box %‘ a0l beetle 5@\ al3 rooster {){ZS a25 lime tree
<

: ) Y
D Background frame a02 beetle, upside-down );*5,( als horse ;}\,% a26 maple
S
O a03 butterfly Q al5 penguin Ls: a27 nettle
\/ Checkmark ¢ ZIN
0 Q .
S a04 cat Q(U:P al6 pig §j§§ a28 oak
Circle p
Z-w 2 iz .
Ol a05 cow “%ﬁ?’ al7 sheep @\\Z@ a29 plantain
wnm Crossout o< &)
T a06 dog é al8 snake N a30 rose
ﬁ\ X mark > n AN
Q a07 dog, sitting f@ | a19 tiger ﬁi a31 spruce tree
v
\'4
ﬁ a08 dove, collared N a20 ash % a32 sunflower
= a09 fish ﬁﬁx a21 bell flower \§» a33 tulip
N : & :
# al0 gull dQ a22 birch (7;@ a34 violet
) O Q\Qé
e

- PRAY all hare \J7 a23 calendula : a35 walnut
13

. g}/

> al2 hen Jé a24 cannabis
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Mister K’s family still has room

for development as a typeface and

a graphical tool.

More functional and curious styles and
features are planned. And the repertoire
of pictograms will grow in a topic
specific way.

We are glad to get critique — so we

can make FF Mister K as useful as
possible. Also if you have ideas about
what should still be included in the
family: Tell us on Mister K’s own Website
ffmisterk.com.

— There you can see the K family in full
action once more!
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Please see the FontFont OpenType® User Guide
at http://www.fontfont.com/opentype

This FF Mister K Info Guide was designed
by Julia Sysmaldinen.

© Fs1 FontShop International, 20009.

All rights reserved.

All information in this document is provided
‘AS 1S’ without warranty of any kind, either
expressed or implied, and is subject to change
without notice.

All trademarks mentioned in this document
are the trademarks or registered trademarks
of their respective holders. You may reproduce
and distribute this document as long as you
do not remove FSI’s copyright information and
do not make any changes in the document.




